
Beware of Philosophy
Colossians 2:8-15
Introduction:

I. Beware of Philosophy – 2:8
“Beware lest anyone ﻿﻿takes you captive through philosophy”
Paul was not condemning all philosophy, just this falsely named wisdom. “Paul was just flinging back in their faces a favorite term of their own – heir vaunted philosophy” (Lightfoot)
A. It is Deceitful - κενῆς ἀπάτης
“and empty deceit”
It has no fact and its purpose is to deceive.
B. It is Man-made 
“according to ﻿﻿the tradition of men,”
Some religions are totally man-made, notions that men have invented. Others use some of Biblical truth to make their heresy more palatable. The later was the case in Colosse.  

C. It Is Worldly

“according to the ﻿﻿basic principles of the world,”
“basic” (στοιχεῖα) elementary things . It would include the origin of the world – “evolution” to us.
D. It is Anti-Christ 
“and not according to Christ.”
The Gnostic/Judaizers included Christ, but He was not enough.
“Beware lest anyone” – singular may refer to a particular person who was the leader of the cult.
“Take you captive” you might be taken captive from the truth to the slavery of error. Cults consider you a trophy of their success. Their ministry is mostly among those who have a belief in, or at least some knowledge of, Christ.

So, a complete, Biblical knowledge of who Christ is, will prepare the believer for their attack.
II. Be Aware of Christ – 2:9-10

The severity of this heresy brought forth one of the finest statements of the person of Christ in the Bible.
A. His Deity

“For ﻿﻿in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead”
Jesus Christ is fully God - “all the fullness” - all that God is the Son is.
It is a double statement – “all” and “fullness”

The word for Deity is θεότητος is a strong word used only here in the New Testament for Christ’s essence as God.
It dwells “κατοικεῖ” - is at home.
I Timothy 3:16﻿ - God ﻿﻿was manifested in the flesh. Some might say, “While the son was in heaven with the Father, He was God; but not during the incarnation.” They try to use Phil. 2 to prove their point. That is called the Kenosis error, meaning that He emptied Himself of His deity. {See “Person of Christ” Seminar}
So Paul adds the word “bodily”
B. His Humanity

﻿“bodily” σωματικῶς - The fullness of God dwelt in the person Jesus Christ. He was 100% God and 100% man. That is good news, but the rest of the news is better:
C. His Sufficiency 
“and you are complete”
“complete” πεπληρωμένοι - made full in Him
“Fullness of Christ” and the “completeness of the believer” are from the same root. He is the “fullness of God” and you are made full in Him. {Relative clause and periphrastic perfect}
When you believed, Jesus was (and is) in you and you were (and are) in Him.
What can you add to the complete indwelling of the One Who is the fullness of God. Nothing: you are completely full in Him.
Well, what about demons and evil spirits?
D. His Headship

“who is the ﻿﻿head of all ﻿﻿principality and power.”
The Gnostics made much of the angelic beings. Since matter is evil and spirit is good, Man cannot go directly to God so there had to be “mediators” between man and God.

These were “Aeons,” the angels/demons. So you have to appease the angels/demons so that you can get to God. You pray to them, appease them, and in the end, fear them.
Paul’s answer to that question is: that same person Who is the fullness of God and your fullness, is also head of all principalities and powers.
So, apart from Him good angels cannot help and bad angels cannot harm.
III. Behold Your Share in Christ – 2:11-15
A. Circumcision – 2:11
“In Him you were also ﻿﻿circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by ﻿﻿putting off the body ﻿﻿of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,”
The Judaizers insisted on circumcision. Paul shows that we are circumcised, not just a small piece of flesh, but the whole body of flesh. Not by the hands of a man, but without hands.

So, circumcision is:

· Spiritual not physical
· Entire not partial

· By Christ not by man
“What people were in Adam—sinful, fallen, and corrupt—was destroyed by Christ. Now “in Christ” a believer is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). And having a new Head a believer has a new authority for his life—not the Law of Moses but the life of Christ.
 

This sets their doctrine straight and makes room for right living: If ones doctrine is wrong, his conduct cannot be correct.
Correct doctrine does not guarantee excellent behavior, but heresy makes correct behavior impossible.
B. Baptism – 2:12
The baptism here and the baptism in Romans 6 are both Spirit baptism, which is more fully described in I Corinthians 12:13,

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body -- whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free -- and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”
Note: If circumcision is figurative in v. 11 (all agree), then baptism is figurative in v. 12.
Water baptism pictures Spirit baptism.

1. Buried with Him

﻿
“buried with Him in baptism,”
When Jesus died, I died – [Galatians 2:20 “I have been ﻿﻿crucified with Christ”}

When Jesus was buried, I was buried
When Jesus was raised I was raised.
2. Raised with Him
“in which you also were raised with Him through ﻿﻿faith in the working of God, ﻿﻿who raised Him from the dead.”
This co-burial and co-resurrection is pictured in baptism. In water baptism, immersion portrays burial with Christ, and coming out of the water depicts the resurrection by the power of God to “live a new life” (Rom. 6:4). 

C. Forgiveness – 2:13
1. Your Past Condition: Dead – 2:13a 
“And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,” (Also see Ephesians 2) 
a. In trespasses – misstep or transgression - what you have done.
b. Uncircumcision of your flesh - what you began with.
2. Your Present Position – 2:13b
“He has made you alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,”
a. Made Alive with Christ - this new life came at salvation.
“with Christ” refers to our resurrection with Christ.
b. Forgiven of Trespasses

The key word here, in context, is “all”. Since He has forgiven all our sins, we do not have to do anything more to get salvation or to keep salvation.

D. Pardoned from the curse – 2:14

“having wiped out the ﻿﻿handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.”
“the ﻿﻿handwriting of requirements” refers to the Law. It was that law that man had broken. 

When a criminal was crucified for a crime, his crime was written and nailed to the cross, indicating that he had paid for his crime with his life. That canceled the debt.
Jesus died for that law that mankind had broken. He took it out of the way by nailing it to His cross and dying for it. The Law is now gone, paid for. It does not now exist as far as our life is concerned. It is a beautiful figure for a beautiful doctrine.

IV. Be Awake to the Fate of Demons – 2:15
Remember those principalities and powers in verse 10?
A. The Father Disarmed Them
“Having disarmed principalities and powers,”

They have no power over the believer. As a result believers are delivered from these evil powers which inspire legalistic rules about foods and festivals. No one should judge you by what you eat or drink because Christians are free from the Law’s legalistic requirements.
All foods are “created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth” (1 Tim. 4:3). The teaching that forbids this, Paul said, is “taught by demons” I Tim. 4:1

There are those who make a distinction between “ceremonial” and “moral” and try to pick and choose between what Christians should and should not do. The law was given as a unit.  It was done away as a unit. (2 Corinthians 3; Hebrews 7, 8, 9)

B. He Made a Public Spectacle of Them
“He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”

The picture here is of a general who returns from a battle with prisoners. He strips them of their clothes and marches them through the streets of his capital in a triumphal parade.
The parade consists of the leaders – the general at the head.


His soldiers



The prisoners (See I Cor. 15:22-24)

That is the figure:

         The war was waged at the cross.


Satan tried to keep Jesus from the cross.




But He went there and triumphed over them.
C. He Triumphed over Them

His triumph sealed the doom of all evil, including Satan and his followers, then and now, angelic or human.

These Colossians and all believers with them have no more to fear from these angelic hosts.
Conclusion:

Many believers still believe in signs and charms. Unseen powers conceived as spirits are supposed to rule nature in a thousand ways. They can help us or harm us. Unless we do this or avoid that, we will be harmed in many ways.
Some T.V. preachers add to this superstition by pandering to the notion by offering to pray for them against these spirits, of course for a fee, though they would deny that part.
When will Christians learn that, “greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world” I John 4:4
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